
USGS International Activities in Coal Resources 
During the last 30 years the U.S. Geological Survey 

(USGS) has been engaged in coal exploration and char-
acterization in more that 30 foreign countries, including 
India, Pakistan, China, Turkey, several Eastern European 
countries, Russia, and other former Soviet Union 
countries.  Through this work, the USGS has developed 
an internationally recognized capability for assessing 
coal resources and defining their geochemical and 
physical characteristics.  More recently, these data have 
been incorporated into digital databases and Geographic 
Information System (GIS) digital map products.  The 
USGS has developed a high level of expertise in assess-
ing the technological, economic, environmental, and 
human health impacts of coal occurrences and utilization 
based on comprehensive characterization of 
representative coal samples.

Working closely with counterparts in the host 
countries, the USGS has conducted coal-related studies 
aimed at solving a variety of problems in numerous 
international settings, generally with the sponsorship of 
international donor agencies, such as the U.S. Agency 
for International Development  (USAID) or the Asian 

Development Bank. The emphasis of these studies in 
recent years has been the assessment of coal and coal-
bed methane resources primarily in nations that are 
underdeveloped or in transition to market economies.  
Recent USGS research conducted in cooperation with 
the USGS World Energy Project has focused on the local 
and worldwide impacts of the occurrence, development, 
and use of coal on human health.

Nations which do not possess sufficient energy re-
sources are commonly the most environmentally stressed 
because of chronic poverty and the lack of infrastructure 
to provide for clean water and air, efficient waste 
collection and disposal, adequate transportation and 
housing, and domestic and commercial electricity.  For 
nations that do not have an abundance of petroleum 
resources, the orderly development of coal or coal-bed 
methane resources, or the upgrading of existing coal 
production and consumption facilities, can lead to viable 
sources of new energy that are relatively benign environ-
mentally, and that can contribute to long-term political 
and economic stability.  

Comprehensive USGS cooperative programs or detailed topical studies

Pilot studies or cooperative activities
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During  the last 30 years the U.S. Geological Survey has been engaged in coal exploration and characterization in more than
30 foreign countries and has analyzed coal resources in most regions of the world.  
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